
56% of our A level
results are A* or A†

Your first
choice

university

Get on track
to outstanding
A level results

University style
tutoring

Maximum class
size of 9



This course starts in 
September and runs through 
to final examinations 
nearly two years later. The 
Department for Education is 
introducing new courses for 
all A levels in 2015 and 2016; 
one change is to make them 
all assessed only at the end 
of the course.

Most students are 
encouraged to take three 
subjects at A2 level and one 
at AS level. We offer expert 
advice as to which courses 
are the most appropriate to 
study with a careful eye on 
the student’s future after 
college. All subjects taken 
will be externally examined 
at the end of the course.

Two year 
programme

This course starts in 
January and runs through 
to final examinations in the 
following May and June. All 
courses are assessed at the 
end of the course, as above.

Most students are 
encouraged to take three 
subjects at A2 level and one 
at AS level. We offer expert 
advice as to which courses 
are the most appropriate to 
study with a careful eye on 
the student’s future after 
college. All subjects taken 
will be externally examined 
at the end of the course.

Eighteen month 
programme

This is a very high speed 
course, when the traditional 
two year A levels are 
actually studied in just one 
year. There will be a more 
limited range of subjects 
on offer and students must 
demonstrate to us that they 
are capable of undertaking 
this intensive course. 
Students will be expected 
to take three subjects on 
this course. 

One year 
course

CTC offers three routes to A level success.
Students must show to us that they are capable of following each course 
either via good GCSEs or their equivalent, and/or a suitable level of 
proficiency in English (e.g. IELTS) for non native English language students.
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Subjects on offer for two year and 
eighteen month programmes:
• Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Statistics

• Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer Science

•  English Language and Literature, French, 
Spanish, Italian, German (these are all offered 
subject to student demand)

•  Accounting, Business Studies, Economics, 
Geography,

• Government & Politics, History, Psychology

• Art and Design

Subjects on offer for the one year course:
• Mathematics, Further Mathematics

• Physics, Chemistry, Biology

• Economics

Extended project qualification (EPQ)
We also offer A level students the opportunity to take this qualification which is worth half 
an A level and increasingly valued by Universities. A student may choose to research a topic 
of particular interest within a specific subject area. The EPQ involves a lot of independent 
work and motivation to complete which is why it is popular with universities. Undertaking 
an EPQ is excellent preparation for study at university.

General information
We expect our students 
to work hard. They will 
be tested weekly in every 
subject area and so progress 
is carefully monitored by 
each teacher.

There is an excellent 
programme for university 
career guidance and we 
have an excellent library and 
learning resources centre.

Each student is allocated 
a Personal Tutor who has 
a small group of students 
to look after and monitor 
progress in academic and 
pastoral terms.

Scholarships and Bursaries 
are available.
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Foundation pre-A level courses at CTC
CTC offers two different one year courses starting in September as 
foundations for A level success. Student learning and progress will be 
monitored very carefully on each course and while progression on to our 
A level programme is not automatic, we expect students to be well prepared 
on completion of either programme. Each course is flexible and offers a 
wide variety of subject combinations.
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Students accepted on this 
course will take a range of 
subjects in one year starting in 
September and take externally 
assessed examinations 
(GCSEs) in the following May 
and June. There are a good 
range of subjects offered 
(Mathematics and English are 
compulsory). Students on 
this course usually take up to 
6 subjects, concentrating on 
attaining the best grades in 
each in preparation for future 
A level success.

The level of English required 
for non-native speakers on this 
course will be around 5.5 IELTS 
or its equivalent.

What will be covered in this course?
•  Mathematics and English Language (compulsorily 

examined) with Literature (optional examination)

•  Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Computer Science

•  Geography, History

•  Art and Design

•  Languages (e.g. German, Spanish, Italian, French, subject 
to demand)

 

Who is this course for?
This course will be suitable for British students retaking 
their GCSEs or international students transferring here 
who wish to obtain GCSE qualifications. It will also prepare 
students very well for continuing on to our A level course, 
although automatic progression is not guaranteed.

What will be covered in this course?
•  English Language (leading to an IELTS qualification)

•  Mathematics (leading to a GCSE qualification)

•  Biology, Chemistry and Physics (at least two subjects to 
be chosen)

•  Economics and Business (combined course)

•  Physical Education and Personal, Social and Health 
Education (required by the UK government for students 
under 16)

•  It may be possible to study Art on this course. 

Who is this course for?
This course will be highly suitable for non-native English 
speakers (minimum IELTS 4.5, or its equivalent) who 
wish to gain an externally recognised qualification in 
both English Language and Mathematics, but who also 
want excellent foundations for A level success. These are 
bespoke courses.

Course One: GCSE Foundation for A level

Compared with the GCSE 
course, students will spend 
significantly more time 
studying the English language 
and a more limited range of 
subjects with specific A level 
preparation in mind. Students 
will work towards the CTC 
Diploma (at Distinction, 
Merit and Pass levels) by 
concentrating on core subjects 
to enable smooth progression 
on to A level courses.

Course Two: Foundation pre A level (non GCSEs)

General information
We expect our students to work hard and we set very high expectations. Our teaching 
staff are highly qualified and very experienced and class sizes are very small.

Students will be tested weekly in every subject area in the GCSE programme and in 
most subject areas on the non GCSE course. We have an excellent library and learning 
resources centre.

There is a Head of Year who oversees both programmes supported by a small team of 
Personal Tutors who monitor each student’s progress in academic and pastoral terms.
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A look at the academic record of 
CTC students over many years 
and their subsequent University 
destinations will show you just how 
successful our students have been. 

The statistics do not lie. 56% of 
every A level examination entry is 
graded at an A* or A† grade and the 
majority of our students get into 
their first choice of University as a 
result of our students achieving at a 
very high level in all subject areas.

In 2015
56% of our 

A level grades
were A* or A†

80% of
students go to

their first choice 
university†

ACADEMIC and UNIVERSITY SUCCESS AT CTC
The overwhelming majority of students who come to CTC expect to go on to 
University, usually in Britain, and usually to the very best Universities there are, 
such as those in the Russell Group like Oxford, Cambridge, UCL, LSE, Imperial, 
Bristol, Durham, and Warwick.

Where do our students go 
to university after CTC?
Over 65% of students go to a Russell 
Group university in the UK with 
University College London being the 
most popular destination in recent years. 
However a good number always get into 
Oxford, Cambridge and Imperial, all of 
which are highly competitive. Many of 
our students also go to King’s College, 
London, City, Durham, Warwick and 
Bristol. The key point is that they end up 
studying the subjects they wish to study 
at the University of their choice.

How do we do it?
Our students are well motivated, expertly 
taught in small classes (the maximum 
class size is 9 with the average being 6); 
our teachers set the highest expectations 
of each individual student. But part of 
being a member of College here is the 
extra support students receive in their 
University preparation.

King’s
College

LSE

UCL Imperial

Outstanding 
A level results

CTC
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Specific Course Support
For students wishing to study Medicine, 
Law and Engineering at University, we 
offer specialist support through:

•  Mentoring programme, linking a current 
undergraduate with an aspiring one

•  Specialist lecture programme

•  Visits to CTC from individual Universities 
(e.g. St George’s Medical school)

•  Interview practice

•  Assistance with work experience

•  Support for additional tests 
(e.g. BMAT, UKCAT, STEP)

Expert Guidance
Choosing the right course to study at the 
right University and then ensuring each 
student is successful is very important to us.

During a student’s time with us, we offer the 
best guidance we can through:

•  Dedicated member of staff offering support: 
University Admissions Officer

•  Weekly presentations on University entry

•  Outside speaker programme

•  Frequent individual discussions

•  Subject specific presentations

•  Practice interviews 

•  Specific help with Personal  
Statement writing

Warwick

Oxbridge Edinburgh University  
of choice
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HomeStay at CTC
CTC is proud to offer our excellent 
‘HomeStay’ programme for students 
who are not living locally and/or 
come from outside Britain.

HomeStay really is a great alternative to 
traditional boarding. HomeStay students have 
the opportunity to live with a carefully chosen 
local family which truly becomes a home from 
home. All rooms are single study bedrooms 
and include internet, bathroom facilities, all 
laundry, half-board meals from Monday - Friday 
and all meals at weekends. Our excellent host 
families provide a safe, secure environment 
and are individually matched to each student’s 
requirements.

In practice, many host families treat the student 
as a family member, involving him/her in other 
activities, and all are encouraged to get to 
know the student’s parents and to have good 
communication with them.

It is our view that the HomeStay environment 
offers many advantages to young adults 
preparing for university life. They are encouraged 
to become independent; to learn about British 
cultural and social life; to improve their English 
and, in some cases, make lifetime friends. 

The Welfare Department is staffed by 
experienced, helpful people, on hand 24/7, to 
care for and support students as necessary – 
even during the holidays. We try very hard to 
match the right student to the right host family 
and we aim to give great choice to our students 
in terms of their accommodation and regularly 
ask for feedback from them.
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Testimonials
We were inspected in 2014 by the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate and their report stated:

•  “the college takes great care in the selection 
and oversight of host families”

•  “accommodation was of a high standard and 
was varied”

•  “houses are well maintained, clean and 
comfortable, warm and welcoming”

•  “(students) particularly appreciate support  
from welfare staff”

Here are some things students say 
about their host families:
•  …“very welcoming family”… “I love staying 

here with wonderful accommodation”…“host 
family is really friendly and really nice”…

•  “best host I ever had”…“extremely nice and 
caring”… “a fantastic household”… “a very 
lovely house filled with joy”.
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The student experience outside the classroom.

Pastoral support
There is a dedicated Welfare Team in College to 
support each and every student to ensure they 
are happy, healthy and ready to make the most 
of the opportunities on offer at the College. 

Each student is allocated a Personal Tutor who is 
usually a member of academic staff who teaches 
that student. There is a formal weekly meeting 
and one to one sessions are organised 
to ensure each student is making 
progress, feeling fulfilled and making 
the most of their time at CTC.

Communication with home is very 
important and so there is regular 
e-mail communication with home, 
as well as parent meetings.

Activities
There is a wide range of activities on offer to our 
students and we strongly encourage students 
to be involved to enrich their educational 
experience at CTC.

There are a good number of academic societies 
(e.g. Biology Club; History Society) which meet 

regularly, plus the Debating Society.

There are various sports on offer 
(e.g. badminton; football) and 

music is growing in College with 
a choir of students and staff, 
and opportunities to perform 
in informal concerts and 
International Evening. 

We offer the excellent Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme.

There is an active Student 
Committee which organises various 

events for students, such as charity 
events and the Summer Ball.

Being so close to London, there are frequent 
trips to see plays and key landmarks and sites; at 
weekends, students have the opportunity to ask 
for and go on a wide range of activities such as 
paintball, theatre and shopping trips and so on!
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Scholarships and Bursaries
CTC is able to offer both Scholarships and Bursaries each year to enable students 
to benefit from the outstanding education CTC provides. It is possible to be both 
a Scholar and have a Bursary award. The difference is outlined here.

Scholarships
These are awarded to students for entry into 
our A level programme and for academic 
excellence. A scholar must show outstanding 
potential in our scholarship process, and we 
expect scholars to be aiming for the very best 
universities and almost certain to attain A/A* 
grades at A2.

The scholarship process
Each scholar applicant must write a letter 
to the Principal outlining the reasons why 
they feel they are scholarship material. 
This letter should be no more than one 
side of A4 in length.

Potential scholars must choose TWO subjects 
(e.g. Mathematics and Physics) and take our 
scholarship papers in them here at CTC in 
November. Each scholarship paper will be one 
hour long. They will be challenging.

As part of the process, each scholarship 
candidate will be individually interviewed by 
a senior member of staff on the day of the 
scholarships examinations.

The results of the scholarship process will be 
communicated in writing to the candidate and 
their family within a week.

Please note that scholarships may be worth  
up to 35% of the tuition fees.

For more information on the scholarship 
process and to find out how to apply please 
call 020 8688 5284 or visit our website:  
www.ctc.ac.uk

Bursaries
CTC is pleased to be able to offer bursarial help 
to a family who are eligible to receive a fee 
discount based on their ability to pay.

Potentially bursaries may be worth up to 100% 
of the College’s tuition fees.

Parents wishing to obtain a bursary must 
complete a confidential form declaring their 
income and expenditure.

This must be submitted to the Bursar/Principal 
at the time of their application to join the 
College, or at a point during the year if financial 
circumstances change.

Please note that CTC has no endowments and 
so bursarial assistance may be limited.

The Principal and Bursar are always willing to 
have a personal discussion with any parent 
about bursarial assistance.
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We expect our students to work hard.  
They will be tested weekly in every subject 
area and so progress is carefully monitored  
by each teacher.

There is an excellent programme for  
University career guidance and we 
have an excellent library and learning 
resources centre.

Each student is allocated a Personal 
Tutor who has a small group of students 
to look after and monitor progress in 
academic and pastoral terms. 

For further information, please visit  
our website: www.ctc.ac.uk

General information

Water Tower Hill
Croydon
Surrey
CR0 5SX

020 8688 5284  �  info@ctc.ac.uk  �  www.ctc.ac.uk
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